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Do you  

tend to 

remember 

what you 

hear over 

what you 

read or 

see?            

If so, you 

might be 

someone 

who learns 

aurally. 

 

Listen & Learn 

As teachers, we know that people learn differently. Some 

students love role playing. Others need written exercises. 

Some like grammar. Others enjoy listening to explanations, 

descriptions, poems, anecdotes or stories.  

Tom 

Tom listens to music all day. He plays the guitar and sings at 

his church’s choir. He was in a class with three other students 

where the teacher based most of her lectures on using the 

board; she also gave students many written exercises and 

made them read from their textbook. Tom followed the 

lessons but was always behind.  



 

One day, however, the teacher played a song for a listening 

activity and Tom was the first to finish. He made spelling 

mistakes but knew how to pronounce every word so the 

teacher decided to include more listening and oral activities 

instead of written exercises. She also read her explanations 

aloud and asked all students to repeat them several times. 

Tom improved and though he still committed spelling mistakes 

he remembered most of what he had heard. Tom chiefly 

learned by listening. 

What to do 

People who predominantly absorb data aurally should listen 

attentively in class and ask for repetition; record lessons and 

play them back later; try to add rhythm to what they learn 

and, if possible, turn it into songs; watch videos with or without 

subtitles; read vocabulary, explanations, rules and instructions 

aloud; join an English choir; record and listen to themselves; 

attend concerts and other shows. Sit where they can hear 

clearly. At home, play music, the radio, audio books or 

computer games with the sound on. 

Andrew’s advice:  We are all a mix so nobody learns only 

aurally. Listen as much as you can but don’t forget to read, 

write and speak. They are also necessary! 

 

 

Want to improve your English? Learn at your 

office with English for Business. Contact us at 

www.englishforbusiness.es or at 902 108 127. 
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