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Do you            

like to study 

things             

until you 

comprehend 

how they    

work?  

If so, you     

might be 

someone      

who learns       

by analysing 

every new 

concept. 

 

 
Learn Logically 

As teachers, we know that people learn differently. Some 

students love listening to songs and stories. Others like 

grammar or writing. If you feel you won’t learn something until 

you’ve understood exactly how it works, read about Laura.  

Laura 

We had a class of four students. Most of them loved games so 

the teacher played one every other class. However, he 

noticed one of the students, Laura, would not participate 

actively and would not apply what she learnt in those games 



 

to other situations. After a while, the teacher realised Laura 

did not have the ability to draw rules from disorganised 

information so found games, free conversation and other 

unstructured activities useless. She would remember nothing 

afterwards and was confused when new concepts appeared 

spontaneously.  

What did the teacher do? He changed his plans and now 

introduced explanations and objectives for every activity in 

class. Laura suddenly changed because she saw there were 

reasons behind what the teacher did and could now profit 

from every exercise.    

What to do? 

If you are a logical learner always request explanations and 

rules; at home revise grammar, surf the Internet for sites that 

speak about the language or work out the etymology of 

words. Ask many questions in class. Classify new vocabulary 

into groups and match grammar rules to sentences you write. 

Ask for reasons when you feel lost but don’t worry if there are 

none. Better still, create a register in your notebook for things 

that have no explanation. Draw charts, categorise 

information into groups and develop step-by step processes 

for any ideas you find confusing. 

Does this mean you must understand everything you learn? In 

fact, languages don’t always follow logic and teachers will 

sometimes say “that’s the way it is” as answer to your 

questions. Also, memorisation plays a large role (when you 

learn vocabulary, for instance) so don’t forget that practice is 

essential. 

Andrew’s advice: do ask for explanations–but remember that 

sometimes there are none! 



 
 

 

Want to improve your English? Learn at your 

office with English for Business. Contact us at 

www.englishforbusiness.es or at 902 108 127. 

 

http://www.englishforbusiness.es/

