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Are you 

someone 

who 

enjoys 

learning 

with others 

rather 

than 

studying 

alone? 

 

Learn English with Friends? 

Do you feel comfortable when you work in a group? Do you 

enjoy chatting more than writing? Maybe you are someone 

who learns better while cooperating with other people.  

As teachers, we know that people learn differently. Some 

students need explanations. Others love grammar. Some 

enjoy repetition. Others hate it. If you believe you learn well 

while relating to other people, please read about Tina. 

Tina 

In fact, we will not start with Tina but with her friends Albert 

and Joan. They work at the imports department of a cereal 

distributor. They all had English lessons together in one class 

and fit in perfectly well with Tina, who belongs to the logistics 

area. The group dynamics and the class were excellent. 

 



Perfect, until the company changed working times. We had 

to split the group and place Tina with students from 

marketing. They had the same teacher and the same level 

but as months went by Tina stayed behind and couldn’t 

follow the pace of the class. Neither the teacher nor Tina–

who realised she was learning 

less–could find an explanation 

for her weak performance. 

The teacher decided to ask her 

friends and soon discovered the 

truth. When Albert, Joan and 

Tina studied together they used 

to talk in English over their lunch 

break and review lessons. They 

would ask each other questions 

and search for answers together in the Internet. The teacher 

realised that Tina learnt better in an informal environment, 

mostly by asking when she had doubts and getting answers 

from her mates rather than when receiving instructions from a 

tutor.  

The solution? We organised a study group with her new 

classmates who now met during the afternoon break to 

practise English. Tina improved immediately. 

What to do 

Join a conversation club or visit bars where English people go 

if you believe you are a social leaner. Meet foreigners, join 

Facebook language groups or travel to English-speaking 

countries. Ask friends to explain things. Study with others as 

much as possible. Consider forming your own revision group. 

Find a job at a company where English is spoken. Get a pen 

pal. Join an English-speaking theatre group. Organise 

Split: divide. 

Pace: rhythm. 

Search: look for. 

Mate: friend. 

Environment: atmosphere. 

Pen pal: friend you 

correspond with. 

 

 

 



multicultural parties at home. Ask your teacher to program 

conversation activities every lesson.   

Andrew’s advice: Want to remember the vocabulary in this 

article? Print it and discuss the words with friends or family.  

 

 

Want to improve your English? Learn at your 

office with English for Business. Contact us at 

www.englishforbusiness.es or at 902 108 127. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.englishforbusiness.es/

