
Attack Your Weaknesses.   A tip for English for Business students by Andrew D. Miles. 

 

 

Make 

your 

English  

stronger 

by 

working 

on 

what 

you 

dislike.  
 

 

Attack Your Weaknesses 

Not all learning problems are 

visible. You believe you’ll improve 

your writing by practising more—

but it might be grammar that’s 

holding you back. 

Students often try to focus lessons 

on activities that they enjoy; 

teachers, on exercises that 

textbooks propose or that are easy 

to prepare.  This is not the right 

approach. Everyone should 

concentrate on the areas where 

we are not doing well. 

 

Your conversation might be weak 

so your fist impulse would be to 

ask for more conversation 

practice. 

 

But vocabulary might be holding 

you back; or the fact that you 

want to transmit complex ideas 

with basic structures. Your teacher 

will help, because no one can be 

a fair judge of their own 

weaknesses. 

 

 



I can't write 
correctly. 

Why? 

Grammar 
not strong 
enough. 

Tendency 
to 

translate . 

Spelling 
problems. 

Vocabulary 
too 

limited. 

 

If you don’t know where your problems 

are, start by asking your teacher for a 

deep analysis of what is wrong with your 

English. However, do not stop there. Dig 

further to find out why.  It might be that 

no one taught you the right structures in 

the past, that you never paid attention 

to writing, that you learned English by 

translating or that you did not get 

enough listening practice. 

Then, apply your energy to your weak points rather than to what you 

like. Draw a list of aims and work towards it. Your English will improve 

quickly because you’ll be using time more effectively.  

Andrew’s advice: don’t attack all your problems at once.  Choose 

one objective and move onto the next only when you have 

completely solved it. Rome wasn’t built in a day! 
 

 

Want to improve your English? Learn at your 

office with English for Business. Contact us at 

www.englishforbusiness.es or at 902 108 127. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.englishforbusiness.es/

