
Magnify Gestures. A tip for English for Business students by Andrew D. Miles. 

 

 

 

Improve your 

communication 

by magnifying 

gestures, since 

they will help 

listeners 

understand 

you better.  

They will 

illustrate what 

you’re saying 

and they will 

physically 

support your 

spoken words.  

 
Better Communication: Magnify Your Gestures 

Listeners find it easier to understand when you let your body 

create pictures of what you are saying because most people 

absorb information better when they hear and see what’s 

being described.  Most importantly, gestures will help people 

follow you even if they don’t understand some of your words.  

Body movement will add emphasis to your voice, clarity to 

your meaning and strength to your message.   



Some gestures are automatic but others 

have to be incorporated purposely. Hold 

eye contact when expressing important 

points; move from one side to another if 

you want to present alternatives; clap as 

you agree; smile when you feel 

comfortable; get nearer listeners to 

express confidence; raise your hand 

before talking in a large group; count your 

fingers while you enumerate; shake your 

head to show disagreement; if you’re describing a building 

draw it with your hands; if you want someone to wait open 

both palms towards them; laugh when you tell a joke. 

Lastly, don’t feel self-conscious about 

body language and don’t worry about 

exaggerating. Listeners will not notice 

and just ascribe gesticulation to your 

communication style. Danger? None. 

Advantage? People will understand you 

better! 

Andrew’s advice:  Gestures can make 

the difference between a bland speech 

and a convincing one so use all your 

muscles when you speak. 

 
 

 

Want to improve your English? Learn at your 

office with English for Business. Contact us at 

www.englishforbusiness.es or at 902 108 127. 
 

 

As a foreign 

speaker, your 

weakest area is 

probably oral 

language, so 

make up for this 

with strong  

non-verbal 

signs. 
 

Match 

agree with.  

Purposely 

deliberately. 

Clap 

applaud. 

Ascribe 

attribute. 

Bland 

boring. 
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