
Better Listening: Different Sounds That Seem the Same.  A tip for English for Business 

students by Andrew D. Miles. 

 

It’s sometimes 

difficult to tell 

one sound from 

another so 

English students 

need to learn 

how to 

differentiate 

similar 

pronunciations.  

 

Better Listening: Different Sounds? 
They Seem the Same! 

 

English has twenty-four consonant and twenty vowel sounds (see the chart 

above), more than most other European languages. Consequently, it’s 

difficult for students to differentiate phonemes that don’t appear in their 

mother language. Cat and cut or live and leave have different 

pronunciations but could seem similar to some of us.  

 

What can we do? Listening comprehension rarely improves quickly, so it’s 

better to develop a long term plan that includes learning phonetics, 

listening to English every day, recording ourselves and maybe singing along 

our favourite group.  

 

Simple phonetics 

 

Try to learn all the sounds in English and pay attention to words that seem 

similar, as fit and feet. Pronounce them aloud because it will later help you 

recognise them in conversation.  

 



Record yourself 

 

This activity will let us consciously understand that our mother tongue and 

English don’t share all phonemes. Simply look for a video with subtitles, turn 

the volume down and record yourself. Compare the speaker’s accent to 

yours and pay attention to differences, because those are the sounds you’ll 

find hard.  

 

English every day 

 

Thirty minutes of daily listening to native 

speakers will help us differentiate sounds 

in the same way that constant practice 

allowed us to ride a bicycle, drive a car or 

play an instrument. 

 

Sing along 

 

Maybe you won’t become famous, but 

singing will help improve both your 

listening comprehension and your 

pronunciation. Look for songs you like, 

download the lyrics and sing along. It will 

help your brain become used to different 

accents and intonations.  

 

Lastly, there is a definite link between our pronunciation and our 

comprehension so whatever we do to improve our own speech will help us 

understand others. Therefore, always ask your teacher how new words 

sound and repeat them aloud. You’ll speak better and understand better.  

 

Would you like to learn more about listening comprehension? Click on the 

link below to read about words that are written identically but pronounced 

differently: http://www.englishfb.com/wp-

content/uploads/2020/01/Listening-to-words-that-sound-the-same-by-

ADMiles.pdf 

 
 

 

Want to improve your English? Learn at your 

office with English for Business. Contact us at 

www.englishforbusiness.es or at 934 230 229. 
 

Phoneme: sound. 

Tongue: language. 

Vowels: a,e,i,o,u. 

Above: on top. 

Allow: permit. 

Lyrics: words of a song. 

Link: connection. 
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