Better Listening: Change. A tip for English for Business students by Andrew D. Miles.
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Better Listening: Change's a Challenge

Oral English does not always follow the rules teachers taught us.
This makes listening particularly hard. On top of that, English
changes fast so we often come across new words and informal
expressions we've never heard before.

Grammar

Grammar helps us understand meaning. But what happens
when English does not follow conventional grammar?e Many
people don't pay attention to grammar when they speak so
their sentences can be confusing.

What can we do?¢ When this happens concentrate on phrases
and not on whole sentences. Avoid trying to make sense of



every single thing the speaker says
and be satisfied with getting the main
part of the message.

We can also involve our teacher.
Teachers tend to use grammatically
correct language with students so ask
them to prepare a lesson on how
street people actually talk. This should
help you with the difference between
formal and informal English and let
you understand people who do not
apply grammar properly when they
speak.

Neologisms and slang

Neologisms and slang are also a
problem because they are rarely
taught in class. How can you
recognise words that you've never
seen before?

Of course, neologisms and slang
happen in very language. However,
English does not have a central
academy to dictate norms (such as

Challenge
something hard.

Neologism
new word. Selfie was a
neologism at the start of
this century.

Slang
informal language that a
group use. For example
expressions used by
Harlem teenagers that
other New Yorkers will
not understand.

Come across
find.

Apply
use.

Likely
probable.

the Real Academia Espanola) so only common use determines
whether a word is right or wrong. The resulte English changes
faster than other languages and incorporates both slang and

neologisms very quickly.



Neologisms

Attack the problem by learning new words related to your field
and by going over the latest articles or videos. If you're an
accountant, join accountancy groups in LinkedIn or subscribe to
blogs. When you are about to attend a conference, read as
much as you can on the latest developments.

Slang

Slang is seldom written so if you are planning to join a group of
50-year old Harley Davison riders or a Jamaican SKA band listen
to as many videos or audios from those groups as possible.

Can teachers help with neologisms and slang?¢ Unfortunately
not, as they're not likely to know the words you need. Only
solitary work will be useful here. Only reading and listening to
authentic English will help.

Would you like to learn more about listening? Click on the link
below to improve your comprehension by anticipating what
speakers will say:
http://www.englishfb.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Better-
Listening-and-anticipating-by-AD-Miles.pdf
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