
Simplify Your Conditionals.  A tip for English for Business students by Andrew D. Miles. 

 

If  

we  

simplify  

our 

grammar 

we  

will  

make  

fewer 

mistakes. 
 

Simplify Your Conditionals 

Imagine you are an architect presenting your building project. You can use 

conditionals to explain what’s sure, what’s possible and what’s impossible.  

 

There are many combinations for conditional sentences but we mainly use 

the ones you can see below. They are easy to remember and work well in 

oral and written English. 

 

Use present + will when something is sure 

 If we install marble the floor will be colder than if we use wood. 

 If we extend the bedroom we’ll have to reduce the bathroom. 

 

 

Use past + would when something is possible 

 If we changed the layout we could save money. 

 If you bought a bigger car it wouldn’t fit into the garage. 

 

 



Use past perfect + would when something is impossible  

 If the plot of land had been bigger I could have built a patio at the 

back. 

 If you had told me you didn’t want me to demolish the old building I 

would have kept it. 

 

 
 

 

Want to improve your English? Learn at your 

office with English for Business. Contact us at 

www.englishforbusiness.es or at 934 230 229. 
 

 

Would you like to read more about English? Read this article on                        

how to easily learn verbs in present:  

http://www.englishfb.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Learn-tenses-

upside-down-in-present-by-AD-Miles.pdf 
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